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Miniature Rooms
When many people walk into a 
museum, they are drawn to the stun-
ning artwork that surrounds them. 
However, when Robert Off designs 
a roombox, the art isn’t the focus of 
the room, but rather an accent piece 
that furthers the grander ambiance 
of his creation. These roomboxes are 
not replicas of existing rooms, are 
not limited by time and are not con-
fined to only one location. Instead, 
Off creates rooms that could exist 
anywhere and at any point in time.

As a child, Off took trips to 
the Carnegie Museum of Art, 
the Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History and the Phelps Conservatory 

in Pittsburgh, where he saw full-
sized reproductions of gardens from 
around the world, full-sized period 
rooms and an extensive collection 
of animal taxidermy, which inspired 
him to build these boxes.

Off crafts whatever comes to 
his mind, regardless of the time of 
day—or night. He says, “in essence, 
I create whatever I think about when 
I wake up at three o’clock in the 
night with my mind racing at 100 
miles an hour. I never know what it 
will be until it happens.” Off doesn’t 
work on commission, doesn’t collab-
orate and doesn’t take suggestions. 
As a result, his rooms really are per-

sonal statements.
When asked how many of 

his rooms contain artwork, Off 
responded, “I cannot think of any 
boxes that don’t contain artwork. 
[Almost] every one I have completed 
so far has reproductions of my favor-
ite paintings.” Off is currently work-
ing on an English country-house 
game room, which he describes as 
a “large room with a large fireplace 
and wood paneled walls with numer-
ous stuffed animal heads hung on 
them including: a zebra, a water 
buffalo, a bongo, a warthog and an 
antelope.” —Sarah Roveda n

Im
ag

e 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f J
an

e 
M

cA
da

m
 F

re
ud

; P
ho

to
 b

y 
M

ar
io

n 
St

on
e

left: “The artistic 
intent is spiritual, 
rather than material-
ist; I create through 
space, composition 
and light. I want 
them to convey a 
mood and to en-
courage the viewer 
to imagine his or her 
own narrative,” Off 
explains.Im
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Jane McAdam 
Freud: In Her Own 
Words
“I waited my whole life to make this 
work. When my father was sitting 
for the drawings I needed to make 
this sculpture, I felt that everything 
I had learnt in my life had led to that 
moment—to draw him and to be 
able to work from his image.” ~ Jane 
McAdam Freud, daughter of Lucian 
Freud (featured in our July/August 
issue), on EarthStone Triptych, 
Lucian Freud, My Father (2011) at 
The Freud Museum London.
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